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RMD - Shortened USDA Weekly Weather/Crop Conditions Report:
19 Mar 26

March 8 — 14, 2026, provided by USDA/WAOB
International Weather and Crop Summary

Global Ag Weather Highlights

Europe: Widespread showers in west; dry and very warm in east.

Middle East: Mostly cold/dry, then late rain and snow from a storm.

Northwest Africa: Dry/chilly in Morocco; expanding showers in Algeria/Tunisia.

Australia: Dry/warm in east (favors cotton/sorghum harvest); heavy showers in NE Queensland.
South Africa: Cooler/drier overall; persistent heavy rain in parts of Limpopo & Mpumalanga.
Argentina: Rainfall in much of region; eastern areas mostly dry with little/no precip.

Brazil: Rainfall across most areas; south and parts of east remain drier.
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SOUTH AERICA

Dryness returned to much of the region alongside cooler temperatures, except in Limpopo and
Mpumalanga, where afternoon thunderstorms produced 10 to over 100 mm of rainfall and caused flooding
in some areas. Temperatures across the Maize Triangle were 1 to 4°C below normal, with daytime highs
generally in the upper 20s to lower 30s (degrees C). Despite the limited rainfall across much of the corn
belt, overall conditions remain favorable due to adequate moisture from previous weeks and the recent
cooler temperatures. However, continued dryness in the coming weeks could increase stress on corn and
other rain -fed summer crops that are still in critical stages of development. Farther west, a heat wave
pushed temperatures to as much as 10°C above normal, particularly along the western coastline, where
daytime highs reached the lower 40s. The extreme heat also increased evapotranspiration rates, causing
vine and tree crops to lose moisture more rapidly and heightening the risk of heat and water stress.
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AUSTRALIA

Sunny skies and near- to above-normal temperatures in New South Wales and southern Queensland
promoted cotton and sorghum drydown and harvesting. However, a deep plume of tropical moisture over
northern and northeastern Queensland led to pockets of heavy to excessive rainfall (25-200 mm), which
caused localized flooding but fell outside of the state’s primary growing areas. While February rains in
southern New South Wales eased drought, the state’s most recent water storage summary provided by the
Australian Bureau of Meteorology indicated reservoirs remained below 50 percent full and were at their lowest
levels since March 2021.

INDIAN

]
wu

-
o

Previous Image - Total mm New Image - Total mm



ARGENTINA

Northern areas saw 10—-100 mm, with locally higher totals exceeding 100 mm in the northwest. Central and
southern agricultural zones received 10-50 mm, providing limited but useful short-term relief to previously
dry conditions. Eastern Buenos AWet weather continued across western portions of the country, with rainfall
totals ranging from 10 to 100 mm. However, significantly higher amounts of 100 to 250 mm were recorded in
the northwest around Salta, Santiago del Estero, and Tucuman provinces. In contrast, conditions were
notable drier in the east, where most locations received 10 mm or less. Temperatures trended cooler
compared to the previous week, with daytime highs generally in the upper 20s to lower 30s (degrees C),
except in parts of the north where temperatures climbed into the middle to upper 30s. According to the
government’s March 12 report, water deficits in soybean fields were primarily concentrated in Formosa,
Chaco, the southwest of La Pampa, and much of Buenos Aires Province, except for localized areas in the
province’s northwest. The report also noted that Cérdoba showed the greatest improvement in recovery of
late-planted corn and improved its yield potential. Separately, the report indicated that sunflower harvest had
reached 42 percent, while corn harvest stood at 9 percent.ires remained largely dry with little to no rain.
Temperatures were generally near normal: daytime highs in the lower to mid-30s °C across most central and
southern areas, and mid- to upper 30s °C in the north. On March 5, the government reported that recent
rainfall delivered much-needed moisture for corn and soybeans in many central and northern production
areas, aiding recovery in late-developing fields. Drier regions, however, continued to face crop stress from
limited precipitation. Sunflower harvest progress reached 39% completion.
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BRAZIL

Widespread showers maintained generally favorable conditions for corn and cotton across the main
production areas of central and northern Brazil. Most farming regions received 25 to 100 mm of rainfall, with
some pockets seeing lighter rainfall totals of 10 to 25 mm. However, precipitation was more limited across
parts of Parana extending into Rio Grande do Sul, as well as in the northeast, where many locations saw
less than 10 mm. Daytime temperatures averaged in the lower to middle 30s (degrees C), with a few localized
areas remaining in the upper 20s. According to Rio Grande do Sul's March 12 report, most soybean fields
were in the grain filling to maturation stages, with crop performance strongly influenced by planting date and
how rainfall had been distributed. Areas that received 20 mm or more showed better recovery, while drier
zones continued to exhibit stunted growth and limited grain development. Harvesting had begun and was 7
percent complete. The report also noted that 65 percent of the corn crop had been harvested, with the
remaining fields in grain filling or maturation. Yield outcomes remained closely tied to recent moisture



patterns; later planted fields benefited from the previous week’s improved rainfall, whereas regions with
limited rainfall showed uneven stands, reduced ear formation, and lower grain fill.
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Local condiions may vary. For move information on the
Drought Monilor, go fo hitps. droughtmonior. uwi. edwAbowl aspx

N
-2 @@

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

USA Drought Monitor - New



y. S. Drought Monitor S n

Valt 7 a.m EST

P Dateaiies S wma € Kl
S » Swn Towe, tppcaly s e
Cmorhe (8 p agiostam pumatercs |
L= Loy Tere typcay gremier fae
Creorde (v p yoholops eockorn |

i

Aonorramy Dey

§ Moderste Drought
u"'. l’. w'
Esvorns Doougre
B 04 Dicepscoral Drougrt

Ve O iderier fcrmen o Saes sram ~aciinre

| |uing
ERSE

Loce’ roneitove vy vy Far move oawion on e
Dooagir DR S0 % B SOLORORIONY WY OSUADOLT SARs
Vs D, X/
>y = | USDA
sL—_ droughtmonitor.unl.edu

USA Drought Monitor - Previous

Source:
Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB. This report is a shortened version of the Weekly USDA report.

Full report - https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/wwcb.pdf
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